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IN  MEMORIAM. 

Mr  E.  \  Meredith. 

A  Notable  Pioneer  Colonist. 

[Extract  from  "  Wairarapa  Daily  Times," 
Tcesday,  March  5th,  1007.] 


alert  and  notable  figure,  to 
be  seen  any  day  in  Masterton,  for  a 
generation  or  more  will  no  more  be 
met  in  Queen-street,  for  Mr  E  V 
Meredith  of  Llandaff,  has  joined  the 
^reat  majority.  Hale,  in  spite  of  a 
g^ESe  of7  years  his  end  came 
somewhat  unexpectedly.  It  is  not  »o 
mW  days  since  his  familiar  form 
wa"  seen  in  town,  and  his  ever 
Courteous  greeting  extended  to  his 
many  friends  aud  acquaintances 

The    late    Mr  Edwin  Meredith  was, 
in  some  respects,  a  rather '  ™Xw*£e 
man,  who    was  content    to  follow  the 
career    of    a    pioneer    settler  and  ot  a 
good    colonist"  but    who  was  qualified 
fo  adorn  a  high    public  position      His 
natural    gifts,  his    culture,  and  a  cer- 
tain   otaSr  of    manner    which  never 
failed  him,  conferred  upon  him  a  dis- 
tinction   which    no     pubic    position 
could    have  enhanced,     SU kM  ™  ; 
deuce  in  this  district,  and  the  intelli- 
gent interest  which    he  ever  displayed 
fu  questions  of   public  interest,    made 
nlm    a    prominent    man,    although  he 
was    content  to  merely    paly  a  modest 
part    as    a    fireside    politician.       His 
beautiful    home    on    the    Upper  Plain 
had  a   greater  attraction  for  him  than 
public    assemblages.     In  Masterton  he 
knew    everybody  and  everybody  knew 
him     aud    who    was  there    of  his  ac- 
quaintance but  bore  willing  testimony 
to    his    never-failing    courtesy   to  one 
aud    all.     If    in    Masterton    there  has 
been    au  uncrowned    Prince,  to  whom 
men  were  willing    to  make  obeisance, 
we    lose    him    by   the    death    of    Mr 
Meredith. 

For  a  good  many  years  the  late  Mr 
Meredith  was  restrained  by  ill-health 
from  the  pursuit  of  a  more  strenuous 
career  for  which  he  was  otherwise  so 
well  equipped.  We  regret  to  hear, 
also  that  the  last  few  days  of  his 
existence  were  saddened  by  severe 
physical  suffering,  so  that  death  must 
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almost  have  come  as  a  happy  release. 
For  five-and-twenty  years  or  more  the 
writer  has  known  the  late  Mr  Mere- 
dith, and  lie  may  say  that  the morahe 
knew  of  him  and  the  better  he  c^me 
to  understand  him,  the  greater  grew 
his  regard  and  respect  for  the  fine  and 
nolle  qualities  which  were  his  wdtent 
characteristics.  We  feel  that  Master- 
ton,  and  indeed  the  whole  Wairarapa, 
is  the  poorer  bv  his  removal  by  death 
from  amongst  us. 

The    late    Mr    Meredith  was   eighty 
years  of  age,  being  born  in    Tasmania 
in  the  year  1827.     He  was    a  son  ot  an 
ofd    Peninsula    officer        Those    who 
have  visited  Hobart    will  recall  a  fine 
statue     erected     near    the     town    in 
memory  of  a    member  of  the  Meredith 
family  who  held  a  very  dUtinmiahed 
position    in    that    colony.      The    late 
Mr    Meredith    was     a    New    Zealand 
colonist  of  fifty-seven  years'  standing 
He  first  of  all  took  up  a  Crown  run  ot 
80,000    acres    in     Otago     under     bir 
George    Grey's   pastoral    regulations 
S ft  here    gUaated    as  a    Shepherd 
King        In    1853    Mr    Meredith    pur- 
chased   2000   acres    of     land     in    the 
Hawke's    Bay    district,    but  owing  to 
land    troubles  had    to    surrender  this 
property.     In    the    following   year  he 
settled  yon    the    South    Bank    of   the 
Whareama,  acquiring  a  lease  of  15,000 
acres  of  land,    which  he  subsequently 
converted    into    a     freehold.       Even 
Shenherd  Kings  in  the  earlier  days  of 
Klony  haf  to  endure    W*g£ 
ships  and  take  grave  risks  before  they 
could    bring    an  estate  into    protnabie 
occupation8  For  five-and  -twenty .years 
Mr  Meredith  resided  with  his  family 
on    his    Whareama    run,  and    to  1W1 
he  came  to    live  at    Llandaff    on  the 
Upper    Plain.     When    he  first   settled 
in    Masterton    he   became   a    member 
of   the    Masterton    Boad    Board,    and 
Utei -a    member    of    the     Wairarapa 
North  County  Council.     At  one  time, 
foo The  took  a   prominent  position  in 
the      Masterton       Agricultural      and 
Pastoral   Association.     So    far    as  Is 
health  and  strength  permitted  him    he 
lived    an  active  and  a    strenuous  Me 
aud  leaves  behind    him  many  ch iMren 
and    grand-children,  who  will,  in  the 
vears  to    come,  recall   with  pride  and 
affection  tt°e  founder  of    the  Meredith 
family  in  New  Zealand. 
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ME1KLE  SENSATION ! 

HORRORS    AND    INJUSTICE     IN     NEW    ZEALAND. 

Prison  Department, 

,.  T  ,.  Wellington,  N.Z.,  26th  May,  1888. 

madam  —l  am  directed  by  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Justice  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  documents  from  you  :-lst  letter  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  7th  May  ;  2nd  letter  to  Lady  Jervois. 
dated  16th  April ;  3rd  letter  to  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Justice,  dated 
the .15th  April ;  and  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  G.  F.  Richardson,  dated  24th  April, 
and  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  all  the  Plaints  set  forth  in  these  documents 
have  been  carefully  considered  and  fully  inquired  into,  with  the  result  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Fergus  can  see  no  grounds  to  justify  him  in  interfering  with 
the  sentence  passed  upon  your  husband. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Madam,  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Hume, 
,,       ,.,..,,  Inspector  of  Prisons. 

Mrs.  j.  J.  Meikle, 

Hope-field,  Wyndham,  Southland. 
The  above  clearly  shows   that,  once   in  jail,  like  the  fly  in  the  honev-pot, 
you   are  deal    to   the  world;  and    Captain  Hume    took  good   care  to' keep 
Meikle  in  prison.    He,  Captain  Hume,  was  also  the  Commissioner  of  Police ; 
he  ruled  the  roost  in  both  Departments. 

Nelson,  20th  November,  1888. 
Madam,— Your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  was  forwarded  to  me  here  to-day.  I 
regret  very  much  to  say  that  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  do  anything  to  assist  yon 
in  your  great  distress.  Ycu  ask  if  I  think  there  is  any  hope  of  your  husband's 
sentence  being  reduced.  Well,  I  must  be  honest  with  you,  and  tell  you  at 
once  candidly  that  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  remotest  chance  of  the  Govern- 
ment reducing  Meikle's  sentence.  The  fact  of  one  man  getting  three  vears 
for  sheep-stealing,  and  another  getting  seven  years  for  the  same  offence,  in 
my  opinion  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  You  ask  me  to  gi/e  some 
message  to  your  husband  ;  but  you  must  be  surely  aware  that  I  am  pnhibited 
from  doing  any  such  thing. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

A.  Hume,    Inspector  of  Prsons. 
Lyttelton  Prison, 

December  the  28th,  \889. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

PETITION    OF    JOHN    JAMES    MEIKLE. 
Your  Petitioner  humbly  showeth  : — 

1st.  That  your  Petitioner,  petitions  on  the  following  grounds  : — That  your 
Petitioner  is  innocent  of  the  crime  that  he  now  suffers  for. 

2nd.  Your  Petitioner,  having  sent  Two  Petitions  to  the  late  Governor,  Sir 
W.  Jervo.s.  and  the  reply  sen:  back  :— '.'  No  grounds." 

.T3rtJ'  JYom"?eti,ioner  draws  your  Excellency's  attention  :— That  HisHonour 
Mr.  Judge  Maid,  was  charged  on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1S89  before  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  Wellington,  with  Pressure 
and  Prejudice  in  your  Petitioner's  case;  and  it  has  been  clearly  prored  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  Judge  Ward-"  Was  under  pecuniary  obligations 
to  the  Prosecuting  Company,  which  Prosecuted  Your  Petitioner  as  there  was 
no  person  present  to  appear  for  Your  Petitioner  before  the  Legislative 
Committee.  ° 

Your  Petitioner  Begs  that  Your  Excellency  will  Grant  Your  Petitioner 
Four  Sheets  of  Foolscap  and  One  Large  Envelope,  to  give  a  written.repoit 
of  Your  Petitioner  s  Case  to  Mr.  Jelhcoe,  Barrister  and  Solicitor  of  Welling- 
ton, to  enable  him  to  take  what  steps  he  may  think  proper  to  have  Justice 
done  to  Your  Petitioner. 


I 


w  T  Exce,lelncyuwl11  see-  W  looking  into  all  the  facts  of  the  Case,  Judge 
Ward  must  either  have  been  a  Persecuted  Judge,  or  Your  Petitioner  is  wrong- 
fully Convicted,  and  the  Jury  mis-directed.  By  granting  the  above  request 
xour  .Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

w„„i  ,      ,  j  feigned)        J.  J.   MEIII-E. 

Keply  came  back:-  No  grounds  to  grant  my  request"  (to  allow  Meikle 
to  write  to  Mr.  Jelhcoe). 

Tr.H;.c      ii  a.-  r.  c .,  Lyttelton  Prison. 

±o  nib  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the 

Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

PETITION  OF  JOHN  JAMES  MEIKLE.     A  Prisoner  in  H.M.Gaol. 
Yotir  Petitioner  humbly  showeth  : — 

1st    That  Your  Petitioner  Petitions  on  the  following  grounds  — 

2nd.  Tha,  Your  Petltloner  did  not  receive  a  fair  trial,  through  Judge Wam 
2  Mder  pecuniary  obligations  to  the  prosecuting  Company,  and  6r,  the 
»~c I  Judge  Wart,  be. ng  a  partner  with  the  two  Directors  of  the  Company  in 
a*  Estate  known  as  Waioolo  Estate  m  Southland 

Mr  McDonald,  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  and  Mr.  Harvey,  the  Company 
Solicitor,  and  Mr.  Denmston,  Solicitor,  all  three  who  Prosecuted  Your 
Petitioner,  are  interested  in  the  Company  u»».u 

Mr   Dcnnistons  brother-in-law  was  a  Director  of  the  Company,  and  his 

,  1    ^"'MnilH"  s    r  ga'e'nVas  former'y  Manager  of  the  Company. 

3rd  Mr.  McDonald  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  was  invested  financially,  and 
Mr.  Harvev,  solicitor  tor  the  Company 

4th  The  Principal  witness,  who  was  to  get  £50.  Swore  in  the  Lower 
Ceurthewas  to  get  nothing  Md  signed  bis  depositions;  he  swore  in  ,he 
Supreme  Court  he  was  to  tret  /5<1   ar,H  ^^;.._.j   u: ,r   _, .  .u  «,. 


;  t0  gPt  £50,  and  oerinwd  hw 


.,,.   ,,.;th  otHo-., 


the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  ^Inspector  of  Prisons."  Nothini 
done  to  get  Meikle  justice.  Mr.  Hume  was  factotum  of  the  li 
Department  in  New  Zealand.] 

Department  of  Justice, . 

Wellington,  New  Zealand, 

ox,,,  ,  4th  September,  18' 

blR,— I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  o 
number  and  date  quoted  in  the  margin    [1st  instant],  with  enclosure 
Mr  J.  J.  Meikle,  on  the  subject  of  the  case  of  one  Lambert,  committe. 
trial  on  a  charge  of  perjury. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  if  Mr.  Meikle  wishes  for  a  chant 
venue,  he  should  make  application  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  tha 
Government  cannot  interfere  in  the  matter. 

As  regards  the  payment  of  the  witnesses,  as  the  prosecution  is  a  pr 

one,  these  expenses  are  not  payable  by  the  Crown. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  Reeves, 

w   „   .  .  .         _  For  the  Minister  of  Justi. 

W.  Hutchison,  Esq., 

M.H.R.,  Wellington. 

[The  above  shows  how  Mi?  Pember  Reeves  refused  to  prosecute  Lam 

the  perjurer.     WhatTs  the  good  of  the  Justice  Department  ?] 

JUSTICE   STILL   DELAYED. 
IN  "GOD'S  OWN  COUNTRY." 

Report  of  the  M  to  Z  Committee  in  Meikle'*  Case. 

Abstract  of  Committee's  Report  referred  to  : 
The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  after  eliminating  Lambert's   evide 
who  has  since  been  convicted,  and  is  now  serving   a   sentence   for   Deri 
there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  adduced  at  Petitioner's  trial  to  warrant 
conviction  on  the  charge  preferred  against  him.     That  the  request  of  Pet 
ner  to  have  his  name  removed  from  the  prison  records  of  the  colonv  m< 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Crown,  and  recommends  the  Governmer 
make  provision  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  for  the  payment  of  a  sui 
money  by  way  of  compensation  for  the  losses  he  has  sustained  in  connec 
with  his  business,  the  legal  costs  incurred  in  defending  the  charge   prefei 
against  him,  and  in  securing  the  conviction  of  Lambert  for  perjury     and 
by  way  of  compensation  for  the  imprisonment  he  has  suffered.        ' 
n.K  r,  .  u       ,o„.  George  Friend, 

W?ilHoen'M      K  ,p    ,■         C1fk°f  the  House  of  Representative: 

Will  Hon.  Members  of  Parliament  let  the  public  know  the  reason  that 

above  recommendation  was  not  carried  out  14  years  ago  by  the  Governme 

The^Committee  spent  threedays  enquiring  into   the    wrongful    convicfer 

8s£wwN™  S^te<?  °n  th^  29i\ °ctober.  !895  (recorded  in  Hansard  p 
858)  that  Meikle  lost,  through  his  wrongful  incarceration,  some  £51 
He  hoped  the  members  of  the  Committee  would  support  him  in  recomme 
ing  the  Government  to  put  a  sufficient  sum  on  the  Estimates,  so  that  w 
the  Government  came  to  settle  the  matter  they  would  have  a  proper  sum 
the  Estimates  out  of  which  to  do  so.  Mr  Seddon  said  that  Ministers  1 
been  working  day  and  night,  ana  when  Ministers  desired  to  be  relieved 
some  of  the  work  the  House  would  not  have  it  ;  they  were  not  soine  toc< 
mit  the  country  to  a  large  sum  of  money  without  due  deliberation  This  ^ 
not  the  only  case  and  a  dangerous  precedent  might  be  •stablished  He 
tended  to  go  carefully  through  the  papers 

Mr  Smith,  Mr  Collins,  Mr  Willis  and  Mr  W.  Fraser  were  all  members 
the  Committee. 

.  J£,  MuC^°  m°Ved,  l?e  a<Jj°urnment  °f  the  House  on  the  10th  Septemb 
1896  (which  is  recorded  in  Hansard,  page  490)  to  enable  the  memoers 
I  arhament  to  discuss  the  Meikle  case.  Hon.  T.  Mc  Kenzie  stated  during 
debate  (Hansard  page  498)  he  would  like  to  say.  in  connection  with  the  n 
Meikle,  of  whom  so  much  had  been  said  that  afternoon,  those  of  them  v. 
came  from  the  South  Island  knew  perfectly  well  that,  whatever  mieht  be  s 
against  Meikle  in  other  connections,  the  charge  on  which  he  suffered  t 
leng  term  ot  imprisonment  he  was  entirely  innocent  of  Tnat  was  clea 
shown  ;  and  he  thought,  if  that  was  so,  Parliament  should  give  him  tl 
redress  which  he  was  entitled  to.  Mr.  Seddon  stated,  during  fhe  debate 
page  499),  he  must  plead  guilty  to  the  fact  that,  when  he  left  the  House  tl 
atternoon  he  left  in  anything  but  a  happy  frame  of  mind ;  and  he  h 
very  good  reasons  for  it,  the  whole  of  the  afternoon  having  been  wasted 

»fCU,S^nS  W,h,!0h  had  taken  place  on  the  questions.  It  was  not  wasted 
Mr.  Willis  :  His  accuser  perjured  himself.  Members  of  the  Committee  cai 
down  to  the  House  and  said,  in  reference  to  certain  persons  "We  deck 
them  innocent,"  though  the  parties  had  been  convicted  by  a  Court  of  ll 
after  a  fair  trial.  The  Judge  who  tried  the  case  entirely  differed  from  t 
opinion .held  by  the  Committee,  notwithstanding  what  had  taken  place  sin< 
The  judge  held  that  Meikle  was  property  convicted,  and  that  he  was  gui 
of  the  offence  for  which  he  suffered.  That  was  the  position  It  had  be 
27,  XE&  PT  ?at  G,overnment  °t.ght,  at  all  events,  to  pay  the  expens 
that  Meikle  had  incurred  m  proving  his  innocence,  by  prosecuting  a  witne 
for  perjury  ;  but  it  would  be  said,  the  moment  the  Government  rnmmitt 
themselves  by  doing  that  they  should  pay  so  much  money  "compenTa 
for  the  sufferings  endured  by  him  m  Gaol-that  would  be  the  next  a?gume. 
Sir  R.  Stout  in  the  same  debate  stated  (on  page  501)  it  was  quite  right  f 
the  Premier  to  insist  on  having  the  matter  carefully  sifted  before  the  Colo, 
paid  any  money.  They  were  all  liable  to  be  carried  away  by  svmoathvsnm 
times,  and  no  doubt  the  Petitioner  made  out  a  strong  case  when  he  IhnZ 
that  the  main  witness  was  convicted  of  perjury.  He  understood  that'll 
Committee  had  ascertained  that  one  or  more  of  the  Jury  had  said  that  li- 
lt not  been  for  this  man's  evidence,  the  Conviction  would  not  have 'be! 
sustained.     That  made  out  a  very  strong  case.     Sir  R.  Stout  ought  to  ha- 
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MEIKLE  SENSATION! 


HORRORS    AND    INJUSTICE     IN     NEW    ZEALAND- 

Prison  Department, 

Wellington,  N.Z,,  26th  May,  1888. 
Madam,— I  am  directed  by  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Justice  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  documents  from  you:— 1st  letter  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  7th  May  ;  2nd  letter  to  Lady  Jervois, 
dated  16th  April ;  3rd  letter  to  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Justice,  dated 
the  15th  April;  and  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  G.  F.  Richardson,  dated  24th  April, 
and  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  all  the  Plaints  set  forth  in  these  documents 
have  been  carefully  considered  and  fully  inquired  into,  with  the  result  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Fergus  can  see  no  grounds  to  justify  him  in  interfering  with 
the  sentence  passed  upon  your  husband. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Madam,  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Hume, 

Inspector  of  Prisons. 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Meikle, 

Kopefield,  Wyndham,  Southland. 

The  above  clearly  shows  that,  once  in  jail,  like  the  fly  in  the  honey-pot, 
you  are  dead  to  the  world  ;  and  Captain  Hume  took  good  care  to  keep 
Meikle  in  prison.  He,  Captain  Hume,  was  also  the  Commissioner  of  Police; 
he  ruled  the  roost  in  both  Departments. 

Nelson,  20th  November,  188S. 

Madam, — Your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  was  forwarded  to  me  here  to-day  I 
regret  very  much  to  say  that  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  do  anything  to  assist  yon 
in  your  great  distress.  Yen  ask  if  I  think  there  is  any  hope  of  your  husband's 
sentence  being  reduced.  Well,  I  must  be  honest  with  you,  and  tell  you  at 
once  candidly  that  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  remotest  chance  of  the  Govern- 
ment reducing  Meikle's  sentence.  The  fact  of  one  man  getting  three  years 
for  sheep-stealing,  and  another  getting  seven  years  for  the  same  offence,  in 
my  opinion  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  You  ask  me  to  give  some 
message  to  yutir  husband  ;  but  you  must  be  surely  aware  that  I  am  prohibited 
from  doing  any  such  thing. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

A.   Hume,    Inspector  of  Prisons. 

Lyttelton  Prison, 

December  the  28th,  1JS0. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

PETITION    OF    JOHN    JAMES    MEIKLE. 
Your  Petitioner  humbly  showeth  : — 

1st.  That  your  Petitioner,  petitions  on  the  following  grounds  : — That  your 
Petitioner  is  innocent  of  the  crime  that  he  now  suffers  for. 

2nd.  Your  Petitioner,  having  sent  Two  Petitions  to  the  late  Governor,  Sir 
W:  Jervo's.  and  the  reply  seni  back  : — "  No  grounds." 

3rd.  Your  Petitioner  draws  your  Excellency's  attention:— That  His  Honour 
Mr.  Judge  Ward,  was  charged  on  the  19th  day  of  August.  1889,  before  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  Wellington,  with  Pressure 
and  Prejudice  in  your  Petitioner's  case  ;  and  it  has  been  clearly  proved  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  Judge  Ward—"  Was  under  pecuniary  obligations 
,o  the  Prosecuting  Company,  which  Prosecuted  Your  Petitioner/as  tberewas 
„o  person  present  to  appear  for  Your  Petitioner  before  the  Legislative 
Committee. 

Your  Petihoner  Begs  that  Your  Excellency  will  Grant  Your  Petitioner 
Four  Sheets  of  Foolscap  and  One  Large  Envelope,  to  give  a  written  report 
of  Your  Petitioner's  Case  to  Mr.  Jellicoe,  Barrister  and  Solicitor,  of  Welling- 
ton, to  enible  him  to  take  what  steps  he  may  think  proper  to  have  Justice 
done  to  Your  Petitioner. 

Your  Excellency  will  see,  by  looking  into  all  the  facts  of  the  Case,  Judge 
Ward  must  either  have  been  a  Persecuted  Judge,  or  Your  Petitioner  is  wrong- 
fully Convicted,  and  the  Jury  mis-directed.  By  granting  the  above  request 
Your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

„     ,  ,     i       ..xt  ,  (Signed)        J.  J.  Meikle. 

Reply  came  back  -  No  grounds  to  grant  my  request  "  (to  allow  Meikle 
to  write  to  Mr.  Jellicoe). 

_    ...   _      ii  ..     ^  ,  Lyttelton  Prison. 

To  His  Excellency  tne  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

PETITION  OF  JOHN  JAMES  MEIKLE.     A  Prisoner  in  H.M.  Gaol. 
Yotir  Petitioner  humbly  showeth  ■ — 

lStA    TWYv  ^  P^ti,ioner  Petitions  on  the  following  grounds  :- 

2nd.  That  Your  Petitioner  did  not  receive  a  fair  trial    through  Judge  Ward 

b^„TiewaerCHUn;ary  <***&**»  t0   '««  prosecuting  Company,  and  he.  the 

»  Estate  known'-,    w  ■*  T^  With  the  two  Directors  of  the  Company  in 

v7    at  r>       ,,     ,Wa'0ol°  Esta,e  '»  Southland. 
Soltei'tor    and    V  thIe,Crown   Prosecutor,  and   Mr.  Harvey,  the  Company's 
K  itione'r   a  e  in        P^St<?'  Solicitor,    all    three   who    Prosecuted  Your 

»       n'         interested  in  the  Company. 
latefatW  rrn\bTtheTr"in-law  was  a  Erector  of  the  Company,  and  his 

3rd     Mr'  A.   n '  J7 HBathi>'ate'  was  formerly  Manager  of  the  Company. 
v      „  *'  r;  McDonald   the  Crown  Prosecutor,  was  inteiested  financially,  and 

4  h ,     T         bo!,cltor  for  the  Company. 
C.nri'hi         r'nnc'Pal    witness,  who  was    to  get  /50.  Swore  in   the  Lower 
Sunr^rnrT  r-       ?i  gSt  nothinZ-  and  signed  his  depositions  ;  he  swore  in  the 
supreme  Court  he  was  to  net  /5fl   anrl  nm-inr-^  hiZ^u   ->-_,.  ...;.u  r-th*,-,. 


the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  |Inspector  of  Prisons.  Nothing  wa 
done  to  get  Meikle  justice.  Mr.  Hume  was  factotum  of  the  Justic 
Department  in  New  Zealand.] 

Department  of  Justice, 

Wellington,  New  Zealand, 

4th  September,  1S94. 
Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  th 
number  and  date  quoted  m  the  margin    [1st  instant] ,  with  enclosure  frot 
Mr.  J.  J.  Meikle,  on  the  subject  of  the  case  of  one  Lambert,  committed  fc 
trial  on  a  charge  of  perjury. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  if  Mr.  Meikle  wishes  for  a  change  t 
venue,  he  should  make  application  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  that  th 
Government  cannot  interfere  in  the  matter. 

As  regards  the  payment  of  the  witnesses,  as  the  prosecution  is  a  privat 
one,  these  expenses  are  not  payable  by  the  Crown. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  Reeves, 

For  the  Minister  of  Justice. 
W.  Hutchison,  Esq., 

M.H.R.,  Wellington. 
[The  above  shows  how  Mr.  Pember  Reeves  refused  to  prosecute  Lamben 
the  perjurer.     What  is  the  good  of  the  Justice  Department  ?] 

JUSTICE    STILL    DELAYED. 
IN  "GOD'S  OWN  COUNTRY." 

Report  of  the  M  to  Z  Committee  in  Meikle's  Case. 

Abstract  of  Committee's  Report  referred  to  ; 
The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  after  eliminating  Lambert's  evidence 
who  has  since  been  convicted,  and  is  now  serving  a  sentence  for  perjury 
there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  adduced  at  Petitioner's  trial  to  warrant  hi 
conviction  on  the  charge  preferred  against  him.  That  the  request  of  Petitio 
ner  to  have  his  name  removed  from  the  prison  records  of  the  colony  merit 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Crown,  and  recommends  the  Government  t. 
make  provision  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates  for  the  pavment  of  a  sum  c 
money  by  way  of  compensation  for  the  losses  he  has  sustained  in  connectioi 
with  his  business,  the  legal  costs  incurred  in  defending  the  charge  preferrei 
against  him,  and  in  securing  the  conviction  of  Lambert  for  perjury  ;  and  als. 
by  way  of  compensation  for  the  imprisonment  he  has  suffered. 

George  Friend, 
;9th  October,  1895.  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  Will  Hon.  Members  of  Parliament  let  the  public  know  the  reason  that  th 
above  recommendation  was  not  carried  out  14  years  ago  by  the  Government 
The  Committee  spent  three  days  enquiring  into  the  wrongful  conviction  o 
Meikle. 

Mr  McNab  stated  on  the  29th  October.  1895  (recorded  in  Hansard  pag 
858)  that  Meikle  lost,  through  his  wrongful  incarceration,  some  /5000 
He  hoped  the  members  of  the  Committee  would  support  him  in  recommend 
ing  the  Government  to  put  a  sufficient  sum  on  the  Estimates,  so  that  whei 
the  Government  came  to  settle  the  matter  they  would  have  a  proper  sum  oi 
the  Estimates  out  of  which  to  do  so.  Mr  Seddon  said  that  Ministers  hat 
been  working  day  and  night,  ana  when  Ministers  desired  to  be  relieved  o 
some  of  the  work  the  House  would  not  have  it  ;  they  were  net  going  to  com 
mit  the  country  to  a  large  sum  of  money  without  due  deliberation.  This  wa.' 
not  the  only  case,  and  a  dangerous  precedent  might  be  astablished.  He  in 
tended  to  go  carefully  through  the  papers. 

Mr  Smith,  Mr  Collins,  Mr  Willis  and  Mr  W.  Fraser  were  all  members  o 
the  Committee. 

Mr  McNaD  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  the  10th  September 
1896  (which  is  recorded  in  Hansard,  page  490)  to  enable  the  meraoers  o 
Parliament  to  discuss  the  Meikle  case.  Hon.  T.  Mc  Kenzie  stated  during  th< 
debate  (Hansard  page  498)  he  would  like  to  say,  in  connection  with  the  mai 
Meikle,  of  whom  so  much  had  been  said  that  afternoon,  those  of  them  whi 
came  irom  the  South  Island  knew  perfectly  well  that,  whatever  might  be  sak 
against  Meikle  in  other  connections,  the  charge  on  which  he  suffered  this 
leng  term  of  imprisonment  he  was  entirely  innocent  of.  Tnat  was  clearlj 
shown  ;  and  he  thought,  if  that  was  so,  Parliament  should  give  him  tha 
redress  which  he  was  entitled  to.  Mr.  Seddon  stated,  during  the  debate  (or 
page  499),  he  must  plead  guilty  to  the  fact  that,  when  he  left  the  House  thai 
afternoon,  he  left  in  anything  but  a  happy  frame  of  mind;  and  he  hac 
very  good  reasons  for  it,  the  whole  of  the  afternoon  having  been  wasted  by 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  on  the  questions.  It  was  not  wasted.  B\ 
Mr.  Willis  :  His  accuser  perjured  himself.  Members  of  the  Committee  came 
down  to  the  House  and  said,  in  reference  to  certain  persons,  "We  declare 
them  innocent,"  though  the  parties  had  been  convicted  by  a  Court  of  Law, 
after  a  fair  trial.  The  Judge  who  tried  the  case  entirely  differed  from  the 
opinion  held  by  the  Committee,  notwithstanding  what  had  taken  place  since. 
The  Judge  held  that  Meikle  was  properly  convicted,  and  that  he  was  guilty 
of  the  offence  for  which  he  suffered.  That  was  the  position.  It  had  beeD 
very  nicely  put  that  the  Government  ought,  at  all  events,  to  pay  the  expenses 
that  Meikle  had  incurred  in  proving  his  innocence,  by  prosecuting  a  witness 
for  perjury  ;  but  it  would  be  said,  the  moment  the  Government  committed 
themselves  by  doing  that,  they  should  pay  so  much  money  as  compensation 
for  the  sufferings  endured  by  him  in  Gaol — that  would  be  the  next  argument. 
Sir  R.  Stout,  in  the  same  debate,  stated  (on  page  501)  it  was  quite  right  for 
the  Premier  to  insist  on  having  the  matter  carefully  sifted  before  the  Colony 
paid  any  money.  They  were  all  liable  to  be  carried  away  by  sympathy  some- 
times, and  no  doubt  the  Petitioner  made  out  a  strong  case  when  he  showed 
that  the  main  witness  was  convicted  of  perjury.  He  understood  that  the 
Committee  had  ascertained  that  one  or  more  of  the  Jury  had  said  that  had 
it  not  been  for  this  man '»<  evidence,  the  Conviction  would  not  have  been 
sustained.     That  made  outjja  very  strong  case.     Sir  R.  Stout  ou^ht  to  have 
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evements,  retains 
osmits  orally  the  most  leugthy 
raditions,  poems,  and  genealogies 
with  singular  facility  and  precision. 
Preserved  in  such  a  manner  were  the 
poems  of  Homer,  the  Indian  Yedas, 
the  Kalevala  of  the  Finnish  race,  that 
great  epic  poem  of  22,000  verses. 


•Collect  (or  gather)  the  chips  (i.e.  frag- 
ments) of  Mataatua.  Mataatua  is  the 
name  of  the  canoe  by  which  the  ancestors 
of  these  tribes  came  to  New  Zealand. 
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Ocean  of  Kiwl^i^. 
and  ceremonies,  in  1 

tern  of  in>th"logy,  in  hlA^^rtPcTaSju^ 
ancient  chants,  there  can  be  noted  the 
traces  of  a  superior  culture  to  that 
which  has  obtained  among  the  vari- 
ous divisions  of  the  far-spreading 
Polynesian  race  within  historic  time". 
It  is  an  ethnological  axiom  that  when 
a  race  becomes  scattered  and  isolated 
I  in  small  communities,  that  race   must 
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Early  Land  Settlement  in  the  Wairarapa. 

Mr.  Edwin  Meredith  Relates  Past  Experiences. 
An  Interesting  Interview. 

Extract  from  The  Wairarapa  Age,  Thursday  October  18th,  1906. 


It  may  safely  be  said    tbat  there 
ie  no    one  in    the    Wairarapa    who 
can  personally    speak    with    greater 
authority  in  regard  to  the  settlement 
of  the  land  in    the  "early  days"   of 
this  district    than  Mr  Edwin    Mere- 
dith. In  those  days  when  towns  were 
unknown,    when  there  was  no  incess- 
ant clamour  for  the  telephone  in  the 
baokhloaks,    wheD,     indeed,      many 
settlers  were  glad  if  by  hard  and  un- 
remitting    toil     they    could     earn 
simply  a     livelihood,    Mr   Meredith 
was,  in  the  face    of    hardships  and 
privations,  "caning   out"    a   home 
in  the  bankblocks,     such   as    cannot 
be  found  anywbeie  in   New   Zealand 
to-day,  and   at   the  same  time,    In 
conjunction      with      other     settlers 
sittilarly  engaged,  layiug  the  found- 
ation of  the  prosperity  and    progress 
of  the  country.      Recently   a   repre- 
sentative  of   the   "Wairarapa  Age" 
approached    Mr    Meredith  in   regard 
to  an  imerview,     when    Mr  Meredith 
courteously  related   some  of  his  past 
experiences. 

IN  1853. 

"I  understand,  Mr  Meredith," 
■aid  our  representative,  "that  you 
came  to  New  Z'aiand  in  the  early 
days?" 

"Yes,  1  arrived  in  New  Zealand  in 
1850  and  I  first  visited  South 
Wairarapa  in  1851,  1  think.  Very 
little  of  the  land  was  settled  in 
those  days  From  Te  Ore  Ore  to 
tbe  Wairarapa  Lake  there  were  only 
12  settlers,  all  holding  native 
leases.  A  good  tenure  though  under 
disagreeable  landlords,  but  I  will 
explain  that  later.  The  names  of 
the  settlers  at  tbat  time  were  Messrs 
W.  Donald  (Masterlon),  Janus 
Nortbwood,  (Te  Ore  Ore),  Thomas 
Nortbwood,  (near  Hnrunuiorangl), 
Borlase,  (near  Papawai),  on  tbe 
Walohini)  Smith  and  Revaus, 
(Huangaroa),  Bidwill  (Luke),  and 
on  tbe  opposite  side  to  Mr  Hid  will 
and  extending  in  the  direction  of 
Fulliser  Bay  were  Messrs  Gillies, 
MoMaster,  Peter' Hume,  Kelly  and 
Russell,  with  Matthews  on  the  next 
bank  of  the  lover  Lake.  The  only 
way  it  was  then  passible  to  travel 
to  Wellington  was  to  go  right  down 
tbe  Wairarapa    Valley    to    Palliser 


Bay,     swim       tbe    Lake    near     tbe 
month,  and  folio*  the   coast  round 

to   Wellington. 

THE  NEW  ZEALAND  LAND 

COMPANY. 
"It  may  be  said  tbat  New  Zealand 
was  first  colonized  by  the  New  Zaal- 
and   Land    Company.       Mr  Gibbon 
Wakefield,     I    bolieve,    represanted 
the  Company,  but  not  being  a   prac- 
tical man — with  no    business    quali- 
fications,    without  sympathy    with, 
or    knowledge  of,    tbe    natives,  be 
was  about  as  fitted  for    tbe   position 
as  I  am  to  be  a  bishop.       He   was   a 
clever     man,    but    a     theorist — bis 
ideals  were  good,  but  as  a   man    of 
action  he  was  a  failure.     Broadly  the 
position  was  that  tbe  Company  had 
got  hold  of  certain  lands  in  the    im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Wellington— (So 
inaccurate   were    their  surveys    and 
oareless  in   their  land   transactions, 
that  they  actually   sold  a    nim.b  >r  of 
sections  to  people  in    England,    that 
bad     no     existence    as   Ian  I  —  being 
de  facto,    enoroai  btrents    on    Cook 
Strait) — but   having  secured  certain 
concessions  they  had  no   ability    for 
oolonizing,  confronted  as  they    were 
by  a    large    popnlation     of   hostile 
natives.      While    the   New   Zealand 
Company  were  muddling   on,  settle- 
ment in  tbe  neighbourhood  of    Wel- 
lington became  very  conjested.     The 
cattle     and    sheep     that    bad    been 
brought  to  the  country  bad  increased 
and  there  was  no  room  for  them  at  all. 
It  was  then  that  men    like    tbe   late 
Mi  W.  Donald   and    others    1    hav„ 
mentioned  made  their   way    by    tbe 
coast      to    tbe    Wairarapa     Valley, 
where   they    took    leases   from    the 
natives. 

IN  SIR  GEORGE   GREY'S    TIME. 

"When  1  first  came  to  settle  in 
Ih"  North  L-land  Sir  George  Grey 
was  Governor-General  and  it  was 
probably  by  bis  advioe  tbat  it  was 
decided  that  all  acquisitions  of  land 
from  the  Natives  should  be  made  by 
purchase  and  tbat  nu  land  should  be 
taken  by  force  or  by  occupation  of 
pioneer  settlers  as  was  the  esse  in 
Australia.  As  the  Native  population 
of  tbe  South  Island  was  very 
sparse,  large  areas  of  land  were   ac- 
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